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Spending tax dollars wisely is our top
priority. The annual budget for the
County totals approximately $270 mil-
lion, with property taxes accounting for
67% of the funds. To promote fiscal
accountability, the County participates
in many cost saving measures and is
recognized by the National Govern-
ment Finance Officers Association
among local governments as the
benchmark for performance measures.

Our Procurement Services Division has
taken a step in the right direction. A
number of cooperative purchasing
agreements enables bids for products
or services to be shared with other
governmental agencies. Cities,
counties, and other agencies
throughout the state jointly utilize
contracts. All participants reap the
rewards of cooperative purchasing.

Maintaining services for our growing
community is a challenge. New home-
buyers help pay for infrastructure
related to new development. An up-
dated education impact fee rate was
adopted in 2003. Fees generated will
be a tremendous help to our school
system for keeping up with growth.

Grant funds supplement the use of
General Fund dollars and increase the
County’s ability to provide valuable
services to the citizens. Through the
use of Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) monies, considerable
improvements to roads have been
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